Sam Bolton
June 22, 1989 - January 8, 2021

Samuel Bolton, age 31, of Lawrence, Kansas, passed away on Friday, January 8, 2021.
Sam was born June 22, 1989 in Wichita, Kansas, but grew up in St. Libory, Nebraska. He
was raised on his family’s farm, where he loved spending time with his menagerie of
animals, including dogs, cats, ducks, and cows. He had a lot of interests, but particularly
enjoyed fixing things. He had a very mechanical mind and was always curious about the
process on why things were the way they were. Those interests translated into fixing cars,
bikes, and a deep curiosity about human anatomy. He had an abundance of childhood
friends that he would romp around with on their four-wheelers - friendships that carried
into adulthood and that he deeply cherished. He was also loved by his extended family,
and he adored spending time with his cousins and grandparents. He was a gentle and
complicated soul, but at his core, he was loyal and committed to those he loved.
In high school at Grand Island Central Catholic, Sam succeeded in football, basketball,
and track. He competed at annual State competitions for the triple jump and as a center
on the basketball team. He was a fierce competitor, but he mostly enjoyed being a part of
a team. When it came time to go to college, Sam was deciding whether to continue to play
football or pivot into a new area of interest. He was recruited heavily by some of the top
schools in the country, including Yale, Northwestern, and Stanford, among others for his
achievements on the football field and in the classroom. Ultimately, he decided to attend
the University of Kansas as a third generation Jayhawk to study chemistry. He graduated
with academic honors and as a member Phi Beta Kappa, the top national honor society.
Like many KU students, Sam loved attending football and basketball games. He was a
mastermind in the sciences and spent a lot of his time serving as a teaching assistant in
the chemistry department. Sam’s sister, Hannah, attended KU in the class below him, and
they spent most of their college days together, just like in childhood. They loved studying
together and spending time with their friends at Clinton Lake. Sam helped many of
Hannah’s friends with a plethora of car issues and leaky faucets - that mechanical mindset
gave him a leg up with any and all handyman duties (whether he wanted to or not). He

thrived when helping others, and he never complained. He would do anything for his
sister, and that sentiment was shared throughout their life together.
Sam is survived by his parents, Mark Bolton and Kellee (Feuerborn) Bolton, and his sister,
Hannah Bolton.
He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Myron and Mary Feuerborn;
grandparents, Victor and Natalie Bolton; and his lifetime best friend, AJ Sabin.
Cremation has taken place and no services are planned at this time. A private family
celebration will take place at a later date. In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting
donations be made to the Lawrence Humane Society Crisis Pet Retention program to
keep pets with their families during financial or circumstantial hardship. Donations may be
left with Feuerborn Family Funeral Service, 219 S. Oak St., Garnett, Kansas 66032 or
made directly to the Lawrence Humane Society via an online donation: https://lawrencehu
mane.org/donate/

Comments

“

We are so sadden at the news about Sam. He was such a brilliant and talented
young man. Our thoughts and prayers are with your family as you go through this
difficult time. G.H and Dee Hanssen and Brittany Hanssen Petersen

Dee Hanssen - January 16, 2021 at 07:50 PM

“

“

Thank you so much!
Mark Bolton - January 18, 2021 at 10:19 AM

My heart hurts for all of you Kelle, Hannah & Mark. I know the pain of losing
someone so close, however not a child. I remember the little boy who came over to
play with Cody when we lived in St Libory. He was the nicest, sweetest boy with a
beautiful smile. I can’t ease the pain you are feeling right now but know I’m praying
the days, weeks ahead will become bearable. Hold onto all your precious memories
as they will help you through those most
Difficult times. Rest In Peace Sam and bless the family who mourns

Karen Clegg - January 16, 2021 at 04:41 PM

“

Thank you so much!
Mark Bolton - January 18, 2021 at 10:19 AM

“

Sam was one of the best friends I could have asked for growing up. We were always
into all kinds of trouble and fun and my memories with him makes this all hard to
think about. He was always there for me as a child and always made sure I was
pushing myself athletically and academically and was always there to help if I was
struggling. Through our competitive sprints down hills, to our basketball games and
wrestling matches on the trampoline, all the way down to how fast we could complete
tests with the highest score. He will be greatly missed. I am so sorry for the loss of
Sam and my thoughts and well wishes are with you all.

Cody Clegg - January 16, 2021 at 01:13 PM

“
“

Karen Clegg - January 16, 2021 at 04:42 PM

Thank you Cody. What a great class you all had. Wonderful kids. I can’t think of a better
childhood than you all had. Thank you so much
Mark Bolton - January 18, 2021 at 10:21 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. God bless your family.

Tammy Barrientos Brown - January 16, 2021 at 09:38 AM

“

“

Thank you so much!
Mark Bolton - January 18, 2021 at 10:22 AM

Our hearts are heavy for you, Sam's family. Sam was a special guy...always ready
with a smile and greeting when he was a student at Central Catholic. Enjoyed
watching him compete in various sports. May the special memories of Sam give you
comfort and hold you until you meet again. Our sympathy to you. Know thatbwe are
keeping you in our prayers.

Steve and Cheri Schmidt - January 16, 2021 at 07:26 AM

“

Thank you so much!
Mark Bolton - January 18, 2021 at 10:22 AM

“

Kelle and family my thoughts and prayers for you all. He will be up in heaven telling
Myron n Mary what to do! He will be missed but memories will always be there.

Joan Dyrdek-Reed - January 15, 2021 at 11:24 PM

“

Mark, Kellee and Hannah, my heart hurts for the three of you in your loss of your
beloved Sam. He was so smart and so talented and such a great athlete, but more
than that, he was just an all around great person and will be missed by so many.
Please know that you are all in the thoughts and prayers of so many from the GICC
family, including the Jones'. Take care, Janiece Jones

Janiece Jones - January 15, 2021 at 11:10 PM

“

“

Thank you so much Janiece
Mark Bolton - January 18, 2021 at 10:24 AM

We are in total shock to hear this news. Sam was a great athlete and an even better
teammate. We shared a lot of great times, watching film after a football game with his
classmates and parents. Our condolences to the entire family.

Mark & Judy Moravec - January 15, 2021 at 11:07 PM

“

“

Thank you Mark and Judy
Mark Bolton - January 18, 2021 at 10:24 AM

Our deepest sympathies to Sam’s family during this difficult time. Our thoughts and
prayers are with each one of you.
Todd and Rhonda Jacobson and family

Rhonda Palmberg Jacobson - January 15, 2021 at 07:49 PM

“

Thank you so much!
Mark Bolton - January 15, 2021 at 09:57 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Sherma Jones - January 15, 2021 at 07:11 PM

“

Sam was such a great athlete and always cordial and respectful. We wish his family peace
and support during this difficult time. We hope you feel our prayers for strength and
guidance. - The Jones Family (from Central Catholic)
Sherma Jones - January 15, 2021 at 07:15 PM

“

“

Thank you Sherma
Mark Bolton - January 15, 2021 at 09:58 PM

Mark, Kellee and Hannah,
We are heartbroken to hear about the loss of Sam. He was a brilliant and talented
young man and we enjoyed watching him grow up and play sports alongside our
boys. Please know that you are all in our thoughts and prayers during this difficult
time, we know how much he will be missed. Take Care.
Jeff and Sherri O'Callaghan

Sherri Equitable O'callaghan - January 15, 2021 at 03:02 PM

“

Thank you!
Mark Bolton - January 15, 2021 at 10:06 PM

“

Dear Mark, dear Kelly and dear Hannah,
Sam was the sweetest, smartest kid. I saw him a few years ago at my niece
Jessica's wedding, and it was so wonderful to connect with him after all those years.
He was just as sweet as ever and so touchingly interested to hear about John and
me and the boys. Our hearts break for you, and I pray that Sam will find a million
ways to let you know he is well and healthy and close to you every day. God bless
and heal our Sam.
We love you all!
Cathy and John Howard

Cathy Howard - January 15, 2021 at 09:59 AM

“

“

Thank you so much
Mark Bolton - January 15, 2021 at 10:05 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Feuerborn Family Funeral Service - January 15, 2021 at 08:14 AM

“

140 files added to the album Sam Bolton Memories Album

Feuerborn Family Funeral Service - January 14, 2021 at 07:49 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to Sam’s family. I will always remember his kind and gentle
soul. Much love to his family.

Norma Peters - January 13, 2021 at 07:32 PM

“

“

Thank you Norma
Mark Bolton - January 15, 2021 at 10:07 PM

Bolton family,
My heart is very sad.
I will always remember Sam as the little blonde hair boy with big brown eyes & a bit
bashful.
Kelly do you remember telling Sam it was ok to talk to me ?
The early years knowing your family was such a blessing.
He sounds like he grew to be a very fine & good man.
Please take care,
Continued prayers being sent to you.
Love, Lynne Boston and family

lynne boston - January 13, 2021 at 07:31 PM

“

“

Thank you Lynne
Mark Bolton - January 15, 2021 at 10:08 PM

This just breaks my heart ! I can still see Sam and Dustin playing together and just
hanging out later in life ! Rest In Peace sweet boy ! You will always be remembered
and loved by scores of friends .

Roberta Kucera - January 13, 2021 at 05:38 PM

“

Thank you Roberta
Mark Bolton - January 15, 2021 at 10:09 PM

“

Rest easy now Sam, you're in Gods hands and reunited with AJ now. I almost miss
having a yard full of ATVs and a garage full of hoodlums just trying to have a good
time. Just know you are loved, you are missed and you will always be remembered
as a loyal friend and part of our family forever....
A man can never die as long as you speak his name.

Anthony J Sabin Sr. - January 13, 2021 at 05:20 PM

“

Thank you Tony
Mark Bolton - January 15, 2021 at 10:08 PM

