Roberta Louise Donohue
June 7, 1943 - June 1, 2020

Roberta Donohue, age 76, of Greeley, Kansas entered into eternal life on June 1, 2020
with her beloved twins, Deb and Dan by her side.
Roberta Louise Hughes was born on June 7, 1943, at the Newman Memorial County
Hospital in Emporia, Kansas. She was the first of three children born to Clarence LeRoy
and Marjorie (Milliken) Hughes. The family lived in Baxter Springs, Kansas before moving
to Garnett in 1954, where LeRoy purchased an auto supply store. Beginning at age eleven
Roberta discovered her love of working. She proudly worked alongside her father, even
taking on some of the bookkeeping. Roberta enjoyed her years at Garnett High School,
graduating with the Class of 1961. She then attended Pittsburg State University for one
year before transferring to Kansas State University where she earned a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Home Economics with a minor Journalism. After graduation, Roberta
traveled nationally for a year as an Ambassador for her Alpha Chi Omega Sorority. She
then began a job in journalism as a reporter for the local Garnett Publishing Company. In
the mid sixties, Roberta first made the acquaintance of Joe Donohue from Greeley. Joe
and Roberta were married on October 15, 1966. The absolute greatest blessing of this
marriage was the birth of their twins, Debra and Daniel who were born on Easter Sunday
of 1968. Roberta was a homemaker and loving mother to the twins. She raised a garden
each year and helped Joe in the early years of his haying and cattle business. Her
hospitality and kindness resulted in Roberta being considered a "second Mom" to Deb and
Dan's friends as they spent time gathering at their home on the weekends.
Roberta and Joe purchased Greeley Seed Company in 1978. Degrees in home
economics and journalism didn't fit into her new-found career in the seed industry, but
Roberta's professionalism and personality made her an immediate success as manager of
the "Seed House". She turned Greeley Seed into a thriving business in Anderson County,
supplying seed to a large portion of Eastern Kansas. In 1994, Roberta was elected the
first female President of the Kansas Seed Industry Association. In addition to the seed
business, Roberta also helped Joe maintain his trucking, ranching and farming endeavors.
Roberta was grateful for the dedicated employees that they had over the years, with many

of them becoming lifelong friends. During a most difficult time in her life, Roberta inspired
all of us with her strength, faith and loyalty.
Roberta’s spirit will live on in the memory of all who knew her. She was a special person in
countless lives. Her thoughtful cards to friends and family will be missed. Roberta’s gift for
hospitality was also demonstrated in their company Christmas parties, and bringing life to
the Scipio Supper Club as well as the Rosell Ranch. Some of Roberta's most memorable
times included annual vacations to the Lake of the Ozarks with family and friends. Her
grandchildren were her greatest joy. She enjoyed playing cards with them and countless
hours at the ball fields following Rage Baseball and high school football. They were often
spoiled by Grandma’s fried chicken, well, pretty much all of her cooking. Holiday
gatherings, family cookouts and fireworks will be some of the memories that her family will
cherish.
Roberta was preceded in death by her parents, LeRoy and Marge Hughes.
She is survived by her husband, Joe, of the home; daughter, Deb Stifter and husband
Kevin, grandsons, Dane, Joshua and Justin Stifter of Greeley, Kansas; son, Dan Donohue
and wife Jill of Tulsa, Oklahoma, granddaughters, Natalie Sieler and husband, Todd and
great-grandson, Brady, of Owasso, Oklahoma, and Nicole Donohue of Tulsa, Oklahoma;
sister, Martha "Bun" Miller of Garnett; brother, Clarence Hughes and wife, Sandy of Castle
Rock, Colorado; brothers and sisters-in-law John Donohue of Greeley, Kansas, Mary
Donohue, Margaret Ann “Midge” Donohue of Topeka, Kansas, Leo Donohue and wife
Jane of Garnett, Kansas; nieces and nephew, Angie Sears, Meridith Lowe, Geoffrey
Hughes, Lisa Ray and Leah Donohue.
A Celebration of Life will be held at 3:00 PM, Monday, June 8, 2020 at St. John's Hall,
Greeley, Kansas. The family will greet friends immediately following the service in the Hall
until 5:00 PM. Friends may pay their respects from Noon and 5:00 PM, Sunday at the
Feuerborn Family Funeral Service, Garnett. At Roberta’s request, in lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions are suggested to the Scholarship Fund for the Kansas Seed
Industry Association or the Greeley City Park, and can be left in care of the funeral home,
Feuerborn Family Funeral Service, 219 S. Oak St., Garnett, Kansas 66032. Condolences
to the family may be left at www.feuerbornfuneral.com.

Events
JUN Friends May Pay Their Respects (family may not be
7

present)
Feuerborn Family Funeral Service - Garnett
219 S. Oak, Garnett, KS, US, 66032

JUN
8

Celebration of Life 03:00PM - 05:00PM
St. John's Church Hall
420 S. Prairie St., Greeley, KS, US, 66033

JUN
8

Visitation with Family Present03:15PM - 05:00PM
St. John's Church Hall
420 S. Prairie St., Greeley, KS, US, 66033

12:00PM 05:00PM

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Feuerborn Family Funeral Service - June 05 at 04:22 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Roberta Louise Donohue.

June 08 at 08:12 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Roberta Louise
Donohue.

June 07 at 07:26 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Roberta Louise Donohue.

June 07 at 10:41 AM

“

From the Phillips Seed Farms family. purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the
family of Roberta Louise Donohue.

From the Phillips Seed Farms family. - June 05 at 12:34 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Roberta Louise Donohue.

June 05 at 11:07 AM

“

The Schenfield Family purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of
Roberta Louise Donohue.

The Schenfield Family - June 05 at 09:44 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Roberta Louise
Donohue.

June 05 at 08:08 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Roberta Louise Donohue.

June 04 at 08:21 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Roberta Louise
Donohue.

June 04 at 05:13 PM

“

Your friends at Pemco, Carrothers & CB Const. purchased the Serenity Wreath for
the family of Roberta Louise Donohue.

Your friends at Pemco, Carrothers & CB Const. - June 04 at 01:54 PM

“

Bob & Laureen Caffarelli purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Roberta Louise Donohue.

Bob & Laureen Caffarelli - June 04 at 01:49 PM

“

Deb and Family:
We are so sad to hear about your mom. It was wonderful to read about all her
amazing qualities and accomplishments, and the countless people whose lives were
changed by knowing her. We know she was so proud of you and her precious family.
We send our love and will pray for all of you...
Mike and Julie Morrand

Michael Morrand - June 04 at 01:08 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers to the Donohue family at this difficult time.
Roberta was one of the nicest people I have ever met and will be missed by all.
There's one more star up in the sky tonight.
Even though it is far away,
its brightness and warmth
still reach us here
to make the night a little less dark.

Marigene Purcell - June 04 at 12:22 PM

“

I feel very fortunate that I had the opportunity to meet Roberta. She was so kind and
caring, a truly wonderful person. My thoughts and prayers for Joe and all of the
family.

Renee Bellerive - June 04 at 08:00 AM

“

Roberta was such a special lady. I will sure miss her. We became friends in high
school and at MYF and she was my maid of honor. Even though I only saw her once
a year when we returned to Garnett, we always had lunch and a special visit. Our
sincere condolences to all her family.
Jim and Carol Hicks

carol hicks - June 03 at 07:07 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Roberta Louise
Donohue.

June 03 at 04:24 PM

“

We are heartbroken with the passing of our dear and lifelong friend "Bert" We are so
fortunate to share have shared our life with her and her family. We were constant and
best friends as teenagers and that friendship has carried on throughout our adult life.
Our fondest memories are the times we spent Thanksgivings at Rozell Ranch. Our
children and grandchildren were able to get acquainted and enjoy the beauty of the
ranch.
Those memories will live on forever with our family.
Bert will be greatly missed by our family. Our thought and prayers are with Joe, Bun,
Clarence, Debbie and Dan and their families.

Dan & Gene Ruth Nutt
Rick, Debi, Hunter & Austin Kiemsteadt
Dan & Gene Nutt - June 03 at 02:42 PM

“

Glenda L Scheuermann lit a candle in memory of Roberta Louise Donohue

Glenda L Scheuermann - June 03 at 12:17 PM

“

We were so lucky to have known this dear, gentle soul for so many years. Many memories
that will be with us forever. Playing cards, playing in the creek with canoes. She always had
a smile for you. Hard working and determined and caring. She will be missed by many that
were touched by her kindness and love. Prayers for peace knowing she is no longer in
pain. Thinking of you Joe, Bun and your families.

Ray & Glenda
Glenda L Scheuermann - June 03 at 12:23 PM

“

This breaks my heart
Roberta was a beautiful soul. I was honored to work with her and call her a dear
friend.
I will miss her and celebrate her journey

Kathy Williams - June 03 at 11:47 AM

“

Roberta was a generous caring and compassionate lady. I'll always remember her
offering her Yukon to my Dad and not taking NO for an answer so I would have a
more comfortable ride home from the Mayo Clinic after my second brain surgery.
What a treasure of a friend she always was to my family. She will be forever
remembered and loved. So sorry for your loss.
The Zastrow Family
Kimberley, Liz, Ethan and Kyon

Kimberly Stahl - June 03 at 08:49 AM

“

Dan and family, we add our sympathy with the others. Remember the good times
and enjoy the time to look back and smile. God bless all of you. ~Richard & Kloma
Buckle

Richard L Buckle - June 02 at 11:51 PM

“

I am sorry to hear of Roberta’s passing. She was loved by all of us. I have many
memories of her starting at a young age as she celebrated many gatherings among
all of our families parents. Class Act is how I would describe this beautiful friend.
Rest In Peace. You certainly made a difference in all of our lives.

shari mount - June 02 at 08:53 PM

“

Roberta was a very sweet lady who will be missed a great deal. She faced life with
grace and was a true lady. She cared about everyone she met. God Bless Joe and
the family during this difficult time. Fred and Diana Katzer

Diana and Fred Katzer - June 02 at 08:34 PM

“

So many fond memories have been shared between us, Roberta and Joe.
We've had a lot of laughs over the years.
Always a story could be told.
Roberta was always smiling and so pleasant to be around.
With our deepest sympathy, Love and friendship, Trent and Donna Burkdoll

Donna Burkdoll - June 02 at 08:03 PM

“

Have many happy and funny memories of Roberta and the fun we had in high school
and associating with her through business and of course when I would see her at the
hospital where I worked, at ball games and on the street. My condolences to the
Donohue Family and to you also Martha in the lose of your sister.
Gayla R. Corley

Gayla R. Corley - June 02 at 07:34 PM

“

Deepest sympathy at this time of loss. Roberta was such a sweet soul and will be
greatly missed. You're all in my thoughts and prayers. Marilyn (Nilges) Bennett,
Ottawa, KS.

Marilyn (Nilges) Bennett - June 02 at 06:47 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Roberta's death. Seems like yesterday I visited with her at the
Hostess Desk at hospital. We had the nicest visit. Deepest sympathy to all the family.
Marlene Laird

Marlene Laird - June 02 at 04:56 PM

“

When the twins were little, Roberta lived on Second Street, a few houses away from
me. I had so much fun babysitting for them! I even watched Danny and Debbie while
Joe and Roberta went to church on Sundays. She was always so kind and thoughtful
of me. My junior year in high school, I didn't have a date to the prom but planned on
attending the dinner. She made sure I had a corsage to wear. I'm positive she will be
greatly missed by all that knew her. My sympathy to the family. Marsha Ohmes
Peterson

Marsha Peterson - June 02 at 04:47 PM

“

Bert was such a beautiful lady, inside and out, with so much love and kindness to
spread wherever she went. She was like a Grandma to our daughter and will be
greatly missed by all who had the honor to know this very special lady. So very sorry
for your loss Donohue family, treasure all the wonderful memories of this wonderful
gal. Prayers for all.

Michelle Miller - June 02 at 04:30 PM

“

She was such a kind and classy lady. Deepest sympathy to all her family. Eyman and
Phyllis Cobbs

phyllis cobbs - June 02 at 04:13 PM

“

Martha, so sorry for the loss of your sister.

Denny Davis - June 02 at 03:34 PM

