Orville Cole
March 4, 1928 - November 7, 2020

Orville J. Cole, age 92, passed away on November 7, 2020, at Olathe Medical Center.
He was born in Garnett, Kansas, on March 4, 1928, the son of Ray D. Cole and Edna Mae
(Reinfeld) Cole. He spent his entire life in Anderson County, Kansas, with the exception of
the years he attended college in Pittsburg and Topeka, Kansas, and two years in the Army
in Germany.
Orville and LaVerne K. Klingenberg were married on December 26, 1953, in Concordia,
Missouri. To this union were born one daughter, Kathryn E. Cole and two sons, John W.
Cole and Thomas M. Cole.
Orville graduated from Washburn University School of Law in Topeka in 1951. He was
admitted to practice law in state and federal courts in Kansas and in the United States
Supreme Court. After his army service, he returned to Garnett in 1953, where he practiced
law until he retired in 1990.
He was a lifelong member of the First Christian Church in Garnett and served as a deacon
and chairman of the board. He served as Anderson County Attorney from 1958 to 1962.
Over the years, he also served as a scoutmaster, chairman of the Fourth Judicial District
Bar Association, and chairman of the Anderson County Republican Central Committee.
He was a member of the VFW, Masonic Lodge, Scottish Rite and Shrine.
Orville was preceded in death by his parents, two brothers Roy L. Cole and Claron G.
Cole, and his grand-daughter Brittany Wales.
He is survived by his wife of 67 years, LaVerne K. Cole of the home, his daughter Kathryn
E. (Cole) Harvey and her husband James of Richmond Hill, Georgia, his son John W.
Cole and his wife Stephanie of Gardner, Kansas, his son Thomas M. Cole of Lawrence,
Kansas, and three grandchildren Ashley Grosshuesch and husband Ty of Spring Hill,
Kansas, Lacey Enriquez and husband Rhett of Overland Park, Kansas, and Nicholas

Wales of Phoenix, Arizona.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, a “Celebration of Life” service will be held at 11:00 a.m., on
Thursday, November 12, 2020, at the Garnett Cemetery. Kindly be mindful of COVID-19
protocols if attending the graveside service.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the First Christian Church of
Garnett, Kansas.
Condolences may be left for the family at http://www.feuerbornfuneral.com.
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Celebration of Life11:00AM - 11:30AM
Garnett Cemetery
25045 NE 1850 Rd, Garnett, KS, US

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Feuerborn Family Funeral Service - November 11, 2020 at 12:24 PM

“

Dena Watkins lit a candle in memory of Orville Cole

Dena Watkins - November 16, 2020 at 06:47 PM

“

LaVerne, my heart goes out to you. Thoughts and prayers for strength for you.
Saddened to hear this news.

Sharon Bailey - November 12, 2020 at 08:34 PM

“

My deepest sympathy LaVerne. Orville was a great man and will be missed by many.
Keeping you in my thoughts and prayers.

Michelle King - November 11, 2020 at 11:07 PM

“

Deepest Sympathy to the Cole family,
What a Legend! What a great American citizen who loved his family, his God & his
country. He gave unselfishly for many worth while causes. An outstanding caretaker
of the land for his garden of vegetables, herbs & flowers was a thing of beauty.
What a reunion there will be with the many coffee drinkers over the years as well as
possibly some other spirited drinks.
What a blessing to have known such an outstanding man.
Prayers and Love to All the Cole family.
Theresa Warner

Theresa Warner - November 11, 2020 at 05:02 PM

“

Sharon Hawes lit a candle in memory of Orville Cole

Sharon Hawes - November 11, 2020 at 03:55 PM

“

LaVerne, I am so sorry!! You and your family are in my prayers!!

Joan McGowin - November 10, 2020 at 10:30 PM

“

LaVerne , I am so very sorry to hear this. My heart goes out to you all. Lifting you all
up in prayer . Love, Kathy (Toomey ) Green

Kathy Green - November 10, 2020 at 10:22 PM

“

So sorry to learn of Orville's death. I'll never forget how what a warm welcome he
extended to John and me when we joined the church. He assured John that he
would never regret becoming a member of the family of God and he was right. I will
remember him as a kind, intelligent, warm individual and know that he is now reaping
his reward in heaven. He will be missed by all who knew him well but especially by
Lavern and his family. My prayers are with you all.

Joyce Benton - November 10, 2020 at 04:21 PM

“

I remember trick or treating at Orville's house every year and how kind he and
LaVerne always were to me and my brother. Mom said how they always put their
dogs away before we came. Such a kind gentleman who will be dearly missed.
Heaven gained another angel. My condolences to LaVerne and the entire family.

Angie (Benton) Wright - November 10, 2020 at 03:43 PM

“

A lot of great memories with the Cole family growing up. Fishing trips, 4th of July
gatherings, and lots of laughter in our living rooms. Also a lot of memories of Orville
out on the farm in his coveralls with Fred Hicks, John, and Tom at his side. There
was never a dull moment! He was a great friend to my father and family over the
years. Dad, Bud, other friends, and family are no doubt celebrating his arrival in
heaven.

Mark Ellis - November 10, 2020 at 02:50 PM

“

LaVerne and family, I too like Kay started working for Orville fresh out of high school.
I will never forget the day I walked in there to apply for the position and when I
walked out I had been hired already. I started a couple of days later and worked as a
legal secretary for 36 years. He and Steve taught me so much, one being to enjoy
what I was doing and to love the law and how it worked. He was a great teacher and
lawyer and all of southeast Kansas knew that I think. He will be missed by many
especially his family and those close to him. Rest In Peace Orville. My prayers for all
of you, Cathy Barnes

Cathy Barnes - November 10, 2020 at 02:09 PM

“

Aunt LaVerne, Kathy John & Tom,
Uncle Orville was a great man, great christian, great attorney, great patriot, great
republican, great family man and a great Uncle to me.
We will forever miss him!!!
Craig Jody Sophia and Dylan Cole

Craig Cole - November 10, 2020 at 12:24 PM

“

To the Cole family. I am sorry about Mr. Cole passing away. Mrs. Cole I remember
you as my high school teacher. Loved you. Flora Mae (Williams) Robinson

flora mae robinson - November 10, 2020 at 12:11 PM

“

To the Cole family. You have our heart felt sympathy for your loss. We are praying for
your family to deal with this sadness and rely on your memories of happy times for
comfort. God bless you all. May you rest in peace Orville.
Jan and Richard Eargle

Jan and Richard - November 10, 2020 at 11:58 AM

“

Please accept my deepest condolences. I have fond memories of Orville telling me
childhood stories about him and his brothers with my dad and uncle. Such a gracious
gentleman. Peggy Anderson Peregrine.

Peggy Peregrine - November 10, 2020 at 10:41 AM

“

Laverne and family. So sorry for your loss. Know he inspired and enjoyed many
throughout his life. Cherish his memories.
Donna & Doug McCarty

Donna McCarty - November 10, 2020 at 09:26 AM

“

I knew Orville as a man of Character!
He was truly a mentor for me and didn't even realize it. Little did I know until later in
our friendship that we both had been Scoutmasters. He understood the first and most
important Duty as a scouter. Duty to God is something he lived and practiced every
day. Our community is a better place because of Orville Cole. I look forward to the
day we meet again in our heavenly home. SCOUTS LEAD THE WAY!!

Jason Sjorlund - November 09, 2020 at 11:03 PM

“

So sorry for your loss! Orville was one of the kindest men I have known. Prayers for
your family. Gloria (Rockers) Henggeler

Gloria Henggeler - November 09, 2020 at 10:51 PM

“

What an honorable man. A servant leader to the community. A man trusted by many.
A man of integrity. A man who reflected his own relationship with God through Christ
is his personal, family and friends and professional relationships. Supported by a
loving wife, this man's life is an example for all. I always admired and appreciated Mr.
Cole. I hope there is comfort for all those nearest him, knowing he has entered the
halls of glory with his Savior Jesus for everlasting.

David Dougherty - November 09, 2020 at 09:22 PM

“

I’m so sorry to hear of his passing. I will be thinking of the family

rachel dougherty - November 09, 2020 at 08:31 PM

“

LaVerne, Kathy, John and Tom and All of the Family. We will miss our "Little Tomato
Man." He loved his garden and missed being able to have his own when he moved
but we were so happy to share ours with him and see his great smile. I will miss our
little talks and his great e-mails he shared with us. Loved his wit and humor. Heaven
gained another Angel. Love, Gary and RosemaryTurner.

Gary and Rosemary Turner - November 09, 2020 at 06:57 PM

“

I worked for Orville for 28 years from 1962 (fresh out of high school) until he retired in 1990.
He took me to raise he used to say. Got me into politics and was a mentor to me. Loved his
little quotes regarding life. Such a good and kind man and a great smart lawyer. When he
retired I would stop by for a visit and he would usually be out in his garden. Maurice and I
brought him back some cotton seed from a trip down south because he wanted to plant
cotton in his garden and he did.
Always looked forward to going to work! Prayers to his wife LaVerne and children. I even
babysitted for the children
kay katzer - November 09, 2020 at 07:16 PM

“
“

LaVerne, you are in my prayers.
Joni Tucker - November 09, 2020 at 10:02 PM

Laverne,
James and I missed our wonderful visits with you both when James was fighting his cancer.
We had so many memorable times together and so much fun. I still laugh when I think
about your hospital stay and Orville called James to come over and help him with the
laundry. Those two were really good for each other. Just as you said while we were talking
this evening, all of the "Backyard Gang" is back together and fishing and laughing. I'd come
home for lunch and they would all be sitting in the garage watching TV and visiting, or even
funnier Walt, Gurdon and Orville would get lawn chairs out of the garage and line up in the
yard and watch James working in the field. I miss all of them.
Orville was such a sweet man. I treasure the recording he did for me about my grandpa
working with his dad. So many sweet memories. Sending you a big hug and mourning your
loss with you . Praying for you and your family. Love you!
Kristie Kinney - November 09, 2020 at 11:04 PM

“

Laverne, My heart is saddened by this news and my prayers for you, Kathy and the boys.
As I read all of these tributes, I know them to be so true. He was so much for so many. My
parents loved and respected him and I know Susie had fond memories of him as well. Dear
Laverne, may God wrap his arms around all of you and comfort you during this sad time
and may all of your great memories help you heal.
Rinda Hardman - November 10, 2020 at 09:50 AM

“

Our family has been blessed with true, patriotic Americans who loved and cared for their
families. Uncle Orville was truly that person. I will sincerely miss him and our periodic
conversations. Prayers to Aunt LaVerne and family.
Gary Cole - November 10, 2020 at 11:43 AM

“

LaVerne I am so sorry to hear of your loss and the Communities loss. Orville was one of
the most prominent men of Garnett, Kansas and surrounding area. Liked and respected in
all aspects. It was always uplifting to run into you and Orville when I was in town. Orville will
be remembered by all for years to come.
Carl Maley - November 11, 2020 at 12:53 PM

“

The many wonderful comments paint such a vivid picture of a well respected man and pillar
of our community. I remember visiting his office as a boy with my father and later as a
young man, sometimes social visits and other times for professional guidance. He was
always so warm to us, and I left his office with a very positive outlook on life. Orville’s
friendship and guidance carried over to his mentorship as we served together in various
positions in the First Christian Church. The friendship of our families will continue to be
strong from the memories we have shared.
LaVerne we hope that you may find comfort from heartfelt sympathy.
Glenn Caldwell - November 12, 2020 at 09:04 AM

“

All attorneys in small rural towns owe Orville Cole a debt of gratitude that only those of us
practicing in the 1980's laboring under the Court appointment system can appreciate.
Thank you Orville.
Kent Pringle - December 04, 2020 at 09:27 AM

