John Shields
March 26, 1957 - October 13, 2020

John Christopher Shields, age 63, of Garnett, Kansas, passed away on Tuesday, October
13, 2020.
John, better known as "Johnny", was born on March 26, 1957, in Elgin, Illinois, the son of
Raymond and Florence (Hermreck) Shields.
John moved to Garnett from northern Illinois in 1966, with his family. He attended Holy
Angels School and then Garnett High School, graduating in 1975. While at GHS, John
was part of the school newspaper and yearbook staff. He was a longtime member of Holy
Angels parish.
Following school, John lived in Pueblo, Colorado for a time before returning to Garnett
where he began working for the City of Garnett Public Works. John then began working as
a garment cutter for Warner's Manufacturing. He worked there for most of two decades,
until the closing of the factory. John found local fame as the overnight clerk at Bill's Quick
Shop south of Garnett. Customers could always count on a cheerful greeting and Johnny's
willingness to discuss the latest sporting news.
Johnny was an avid sports fan, and knew all the latest stats on all his favorite teams, KU
Jayhawks, St. Louis Cardinals, Chiefs and Royals. Perhaps the only thing Johnny liked
more than sports was music. He was an avid follower of several forms of music, but
country rock topped them all. He loved to tell stories and loved to laugh, his quick wit
brought joy to so many. His loves included Chevrolets, baseball, his faithful border collie,
Ruby; his large circle of friends and his family, including his many cousins, near and far.
These were the things that defined "Johnny".
He was preceded in death by his father, Raymond Shields in 1964; and his mother,
Florence Shields in 2012.
Johnny is survived by three brothers, Bill (Karol) Shields of Austin, Texas; Mike (Kathy)
Shields of Manhattan, Kansas; Norm (Debbie) Shields of Greeley, Kansas; three sisters,
Rita (Rick) Skillman of Garnett, Kansas; Kathy (Larry) Spencer of Belton, Missouri; Laurie
(Pat) Marmon of Garnett; six nephews, Matt Skillman, Wesley Skillman, Ryan Spencer,
Kyle Marmon, Aaron Marmon, Marcus Marmon; two nieces, Valerie Noack and Kayla
Shields.

A Funeral Mass will be held at 3:00 PM on Friday, March 26, 2021, at Holy Angels
Catholic Church in Garnett, Kansas. Inurnment will follow at the Holy Angels Cemetery in
Garnett, Kansas. Family will greet friends following the inurnment at the Kirk House, 145
W. 4th Ave., Garnett, Kansas.
Memorial Contributions may be made in his name to St. Rose Catholic School.

Events
MAR
26

Mass 03:00PM - 04:00PM
Holy Angels Catholic Church
514 E. 4th, Garnett, KS, US, 66032

MAR
26

Visitation with Family Present04:30PM - 06:30PM
Kirk House
145 W. 4th Ave., Garnett, KS, US, 66032

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Feuerborn Family Funeral Service - April 05 at 04:42 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of John Shields.

March 24 at 07:18 PM

“

So very sorry to hear that John passed away. He was a kind, gentle, soul, with a
great sense of humor. We worked together for years at the old sewing factory in
Garnett. You will be missed. Heartfelt sympathy to all of his family.

Linda McCulley - March 18 at 06:03 PM

“

Oh my! I just learned of Johnny’s death. To all of his family I express my heartfelt
condolences. Johnny was such a kind and gentle soul. He will be missed but not
forgotten. I’m wishing peace for all of you.

Beth Watt Anderson - October 25, 2020 at 07:47 PM

“

Carma Wagoner Rockers lit a candle in memory of John Shields

Carma Wagoner Rockers - October 23, 2020 at 01:50 AM

“

Leroy Osler lit a candle in memory of John Shields

leroy osler - October 20, 2020 at 06:19 PM

“

When you lose a sibling, it is like losing a part of your soul. It's heartbreaking to
realize the "We will nevers". But what you do have & most importantly is how you
remember Johnny. What & how he made an impact on you. Like his quietness,
dependability, jokes, smiles, not wanting the spotlight on himself, good listener,
caretaker, his kindness, a friend or a family member. Each of you will have your own
memories. Cherish them in your 's. Prayers for all. Sue Zentner

Sue Zentner - October 19, 2020 at 01:45 PM

“

In memory of johnny Shields

Pamela Brown - October 18, 2020 at 05:28 PM

“

I wanted to share a few thoughts on Johnny's passing. It is profoundly stirring to lose
a beloved brother. His indefatigable spirit and his emanation of goodness and
kindness are traits that will let him be remembered for years and years to come. And
the wonderful outpouring of affection from friends and loved ones on Facebook and
other outlets really validates that. The kind words and heartfelt expressions of grief at
his death really have served as a healing balm for all of us.
I know John would be so humbled and would definitely want to thank everyone. I
cannot figure out the reason why his life cycled out when it did, so I leave that up to
God. But I am so very grateful that he is at peace now and gone on to his reward.
And as for those of us left behind, I echo the words of my nephew Marcus….”I will
miss Johnny very much, but I will cherish the time I got to spend with him.”

Bill Shields - October 18, 2020 at 03:28 PM

“

RIP Johnny. You will be missed by many.

Mike Hermreck and Leslea Rockers - October 17, 2020 at 08:33 PM

“

I was Johnny's babysitter when he lived in Illinois and I can tell anyone that he was
ALWAYS an easy kid to be around.....just as he became an easy adult to be around.
Since he was my cousin, I went to visit every now and then and always spent time
with Johnny, talking about sports, politics, music and any other thing that happened
to come up. Oh, how I will miss his jokes, his sense of humor and his huge smile. I
love you Johnny, Rest in Peace. Elaine

Elaine PYMER - October 17, 2020 at 03:35 PM

“

Johnny was so awesome. He taught me how to play pool! After they remodeled the
garage and had the pool table out there it was my favorite place to go anytime we
went to visit. I will miss Johnny very much, but I will cherish the time I got to spend
with him. Love you Johnny!

Marcus Marmon - October 17, 2020 at 03:08 PM

“

Destiney Osler lit a candle in memory of John Shields

Destiney Osler - October 17, 2020 at 03:05 PM

“

What a sweet, gentle soul. Johnny we will miss you!
joe dougherty - October 18, 2020 at 12:59 PM

