Gracie B. Blakesley
October 27, 1927 - March 18, 2020

Gracie B. Blakesley, age 92, a resident of Welda, Kansas, passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, March 18, 2020, at Olathe Hospice House in Olathe, Kansas.
She was born on October 27, 1927, in Clapham, New Mexico, the daughter of John Arthur
and Frances (Harrison) Allen. Gracie’s family then moved to Fargo, Oklahoma, where she
grew up on the family farm. She graduated from Fargo High School.
Gracie was united in marriage to Gene Blakesley on May 10, 1947, in Mooreland,
Oklahoma. They then moved to Welda, Kansas, to their permanent home, where they
were blessed with seven children. Gracie worked many years at the Anderson County
Hospital in Central Supply. She was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, greatgrandmother, and great great-grandmother. Holidays were always celebrated and
centered around her home. Good cooking and fun times were had, and all were welcome.
She loved playing basketball as a young girl and later in life, she enjoyed watching the KU
Jayhawk basketball team as their #1 fan. She had a large Jayhawk basketball
memorabilia collection. After retirement, she enjoyed traveling with her husband Gene.
Her cat Kee Kee was her constant companion in later years.
She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Gene Blakesley in 2012;
daughter, Dianna Fabian in 2010; granddaughter, Stephanie Westgate in 2011; and sonin-law, Delmar Porter; sister, Maude Hardy; and brother, John Allen.
Gracie is survived by her six children; Pamela Porter Welda, Kansas; Jeanne Rues and
husband C.A. of Lenexa, Kansas; Gregory Blakesley and wife Patricia of Ottawa, Kansas;
Larry Blakesley of Welda, Kansas; Anna Braun and husband Duane of Ponca City,
Oklahoma; Monica Kimzey and husband David of Colony; eighteen grandchildren; twentyfour great grandchildren; and three great-great grandchildren.
Private funeral services will be held due to the current CDC health guidelines.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the American Heart Association
at www2.heart.org.
You can send condolences to Gracie’s family at www.feuerbornfuneral.com

Cemetery
Welda Cemetery (Anderson County)
SW Maryland Road
Welda, KS, 66091

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Feuerborn Family Funeral Service - March 20 at 05:17 PM

“

To Pam, Jeanne & Greg & Family
I have many fond memories staying the night & all the times we played together.
Gracie was the sweetest lady I have ever known. Beautiful on the inside as well as
the outside.
My condolences on your loss. My thoughts & prayers for your entire family.

Eleanor Carr - March 26 at 01:23 PM

“

I have so many wonderful memories of my grandmother that I wouldn't know which
one to share over any of the rest. All of my memories of my grandmother can be
wrapped up in just a few words. She was a very conscientious person towards others
as well as a great listener. Grandmother had nothing if not patience with others on a
level I have never experienced from anyone else. She was just a very kind and
descent person. If she had a problem you would never know about it because she
would humble her problems before yours. It's amazing the things that my
grandparents taught me, especially my Grandmother. I told her not long back that I
had been shipped around the world multiple times through my service connections
and that I have met thousands of people along my way, but I never stopped to realize
that my true hero was standing in front of me all my life. That's what my Grandmother
is to me. She taught me a lot of the finer things in life are right in front of you, it's just
a matter of choice if you want to see it that way.
I'm just very thankful to be blessed in life with my Grandmother and all that she has
taught me over the years.
I'll never forget you and all the things in life you have taught me Grandma.
All my love,
Joshua

Joshua - March 25 at 03:42 PM

“

What a beautiful tribute to a true Angel on earth. Gracie Blakesley was a model
mom, wife, grandmother and citizen. She will always be remembered by me as a
sister-in-law but most of all a sweet friend. My she Rest In Peace Lillian Blakesley

lillian Blakesley - March 24 at 04:14 PM

“

Pam, Jeanne and families, Sorry for the loss of your mom. Thinking of you with
sympathy.
Love, Dave & Sheila Fursman Blubaugh

Sheila Blubaugh - March 23 at 07:45 PM

“

I am sorry to hear about Gracie and I feel for you. She was always so nice and good
to me. I loved watching the service and all the pictures her, and Gene. My prayers
are with you.

Steve Watt - March 22 at 09:06 AM

“

Monica, Anna, Larry so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you all.
Becky Hedman

Rebecca Hedman - March 21 at 03:45 PM

“

Leroy Osler lit a candle in memory of Gracie B. Blakesley

leroy osler - March 21 at 02:10 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear of her passing. Prayers with Larry and the rest of the
family.

Melissa and Kelsey Miller - March 21 at 01:33 PM

“

Rick and I are so sorry to hear about Gracie. She was such a nice lady. Our
condolences to you all.

Rick and Nancy Tush - March 20 at 08:50 PM

“

Larry,
Please accept my sincere sympathy on behalf of the class of ‘74. I hope good
memories bring you peace.
Beth

Beth Anderson - March 20 at 08:49 PM

“

Pam, Jeanne,Greg, Larry, Monica and Anna and All of he Family. A wonderful Lady
with a beautiful Smile and a Big Heart. Gene and Gracie were Special Friends to
Gary and I for Many Years. At times like this it's hard to find the right words to help
make things better. Simply know that All of You are in our Thoughts and Prayers at
this difficult time. God Bless All of You. Gary and Rosemary Turner

Gary and Rosemary Turner - March 20 at 07:06 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I remember as a child going to Gracie and Gene's house
with my grandma Pat Cooper in Welda to pick okra. ALWAYS wonderful company to
visit with and the nicest people. Best okra ever!!!
Sending prayers to friends and family!

Lindsey Miller - March 20 at 03:55 PM

“

Pam, Jeanne, Greg, Larry, Monica, and Anna,
The Apostle Paul tells us to "weep with those who weep; rejoice with those who
rejoice" (Romans 12:15). Indeed, we are saddened by your loss, but we are
confidently happy in the knowledge that your mother, Gracie, is at home in Heaven.
Jesus promised, saying, "Blessed are those who mourn, for God will comfort them"
(Matthew 5:4) and it is our prayer that you receive that comfort through friends,
family, and the abiding of the Holy Spirit.
Goodbye Songs

All that happens in this life
Happens when God ordains,
So when my time on earth ends
Say goodbye to me with joy
By singing these songs:
How Great Thou Art;
Great is Thy Faithfulness;
Rock of Ages;
Precious Lord;
In the Garden;
The Old Rugged Cross;
Amazing Grace;
Blessed Assurance;
What a Friend We Have in Jesus.
When I meet
My Lord and God
Face to face
I will have a hymn in my heart
And a song of praise on my lips.
In His love and grace,
Bill and Katherine Watt
Willis M. "Bill" Watt - March 20 at 09:55 AM

“

I had the pleasure to take care of Gracie through the years, she Always had the
prettiest smile I'd ever seen! She was so sweet and will be missed by so many! My
thoughts and prayers are with you all!

Lisa williams - March 20 at 07:58 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gracie B. Blakesley.

March 19 at 10:20 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear about your loss. Gracie was such a kind-hearted person. I
spent almost as many nights at your house as I did at home, at least as many as I
was allowed. She was always welcoming. She will be missed by so many.

Becca Adams Doebele - March 19 at 10:18 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Gracie was such a nice lady. She always welcomed us
Tush kids into her home (even though we showed up almost everyday!). Usually
there were chores that needed to be finished before we could play...hanging laundry
out to dry and snapping green beans are the ones I remember . We played hours
of Annie, Annie over, kick the can, and baseball. I remember many Saturday nights
watching “Gregory Graves”. What fun memories! The Blakesley house was our
second home. Thanks for sharing your mom and dad with us. Love, Karen Tush
Meliza

Karen Meliza - March 19 at 08:47 PM

“

To the family I am sorry for your loss. I grew up just across from your house. Next to
my own home I probably spent more time at your house then any other place in
Welda. Gracie was always such a nice person. I remember playing with Larry Joe
from almost the day we moved to Welda. It was to me, a very happy home, and that
was mostly because of your mom.

Daryll Tush - March 19 at 07:05 PM

“

Larry, Anna, Monica and family, I am so sorry to hear about the loss of your mother and so
sad that it comes at a time when her life could not not be truly celebrated. Mary Hiestand
Gillaspie
Mary Gillaspie - March 20 at 01:19 AM

“
“

Bill and I send our condolences.
Katherine - March 20 at 08:55 AM

Gracie was such a great asset to the Welda Community over the years. My sympathy to
the family.
Kay Adams - March 20 at 11:26 AM

“

We were so sad to hear of Gracie's passing. She has been such a nice neighbor to all of
our family. You are all in our thoughts and prayers.
Jim and Mary Carey - March 20 at 02:19 PM

