Mr. Donald Lee Wilmoth
June 19, 1934 - August 18, 2019

Donald Lee Wilmoth, age 85, of Iola, Kansas passed away Sunday, August 18, 2019, at
Ascension Via Christi St. Francis Hospital in Wichita, Kansas. Don was born June 19,
1934, in Carlyle, Kansas to Avery Mitchell Wilmoth and Agnes Elizabeth (Houlton)
Wilmoth.
Don graduated from Iola High School in 1952. Following high school he attended
Independence Community Junior College for two years. He then served two years active
duty in the Navy. After being honorably discharged from the Navy he then attended
Kansas State Teachers College in Pittsburg in Pittsburg, Kansas. Later he went back and
received his Masters in Education. Throughout his naval and college education, he played
football. On October 2, 1956, in Iola, Kansas Don married Kathryn (O’Brien) Wilmoth and
this union was blessed with five children.
Don started teaching 8th Grade in the Colony school district in 1958, where he also
coached, until 1967. In 1967, he started at Iola Junior High teaching American History and
Drivers Ed and coaching until 1977. From 1977 til his retirement in 1995 Don was the
principal for Iola Middle School. Throughout his teaching career Don refereed football and
basketball for KSHSAA. After retirement, Don enjoyed driving a tour bus for Crossroads
Tours and Goodwill Tours. He also enjoyed driving the Allen Community College activities
bus.
Don enjoyed his family, football, baseball, basketball, his cattle and his 40 acres. Don was
a lifetime member of St. John’s Catholic Church and Knights of Columbus.
Don was preceded in death by his parents and one brother Gene Wilmoth.
Don is survived by his wife of the home; five children Mike Wilmoth and wife Aleta (Platt)
WIlmoth of Wellington, Patty Dick and husband John of Yates Center, Donna Carpenter
and husband Steven of Iola, Jane Burns and husband Don of Gas, and Tom Wilmoth and
wife Missy (Guenther) Wilmoth of Wichita; eight grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren

and one on the way; one sister Mary Dickey of Iola; and numerous other relatives.
Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday, August 21, 2019, 10:00 AM at St. Johns
Catholic Church in Iola, Kansas. Burial will follow in Highland Cemetery. The Rosary will
be recited Tuesday, August 20 at 7:00 PM to 7:20 with visitation following til 8:00 pm at
Feuerborn Family Funeral Service 1883 US- Hwy 54 Iola, Kansas.
Memorials in honor of Don can be made to St. John’s Catholic Church or Project Football
Stadium Care of USD 257, these can be left with Feuerborn Family Funeral Service.
Condolences for the family may be left at www.feuerbornfuneral.com.
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Comments

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you

Steven French - September 03, 2019 at 01:36 PM

“

Cheryl Luedke lit a candle in memory of Mr. Donald Lee Wilmoth

cheryl luedke - August 22, 2019 at 04:11 PM

“

So many great memories with this wonderful family. They truly enriched my childhood. My
prayers and thoughts are with the entire family for this great loss of their lives God bless all
of you and may you feel His comfort and peace
cheryl luedke - August 22, 2019 at 04:12 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you all. Mr. Wilmoth was a good principal. He didn't
even seem too surprised when he had a couple extra kids at the house during the
summer when we were playing cards and softball! Deanna (Wagner) Johnson.

Deanna - August 21, 2019 at 10:34 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss!!! We will miss seeing him in Church.

The Lawrence Riebel Family - August 21, 2019 at 04:33 AM

“

Mr Wilmoth had alot of patience in dealing with me when I was a student. He showed
me compassion, and an interest in me and my future. He was a good man. I'm sorry
for the loss to you and your family

J. Lushbough - August 20, 2019 at 08:59 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Don was quite the inspiration! God bless you all and
prayers for comfort

Renee Hicks - August 20, 2019 at 08:29 PM

“

Mr. Wilmouth will be missed by many but not forgotten. A true SEK icon, a man I
admired and respected. My thoughts and prayers are with the Wilmouth family.
Sincerely,
Kenneth Wilson

Kenneth Wilson - August 20, 2019 at 07:17 PM

“

Rainbow Of Remembrance Spray was purchased for the family of Mr. Donald Lee
Wilmoth.

August 20, 2019 at 02:23 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Mr. Donald Lee Wilmoth.

August 20, 2019 at 02:14 PM

“

Mr. Wilmoth (Don) was truly a wonderful, caring man. He was my teacher, coach,
principal and supporter. This came as a complete shock to me today. Don was a
community leader who cared for and helped so many of us. My prayers go out to the
entire family. I will miss him.
Sincerely,
"Danny"
Chief Judge Dan Creitz

Daniel Creitz - August 20, 2019 at 01:02 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Mr. Donald Lee Wilmoth.

August 20, 2019 at 12:01 PM

“

Kit and I are in Scotland and just learned of Don’s passing. We are deeply saddened
and so sorry to not be there to personally let you know just how much Don and your
family meant to us. I will cherish his warmth and friendship which we shared over
many years. We will forever remember the wonderful memories,his smile, his humor,
love of family and friends. What a tremendous colleague,friend and first-class man!
Ken McGuffin

Ken McGuffin - August 20, 2019 at 11:52 AM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Mr. Donald Lee Wilmoth.

August 20, 2019 at 07:45 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mr. Donald Lee Wilmoth.

August 20, 2019 at 07:28 AM

“

So sorry for your loss

Rosalind Leapheart - August 19, 2019 at 11:45 PM

“

Kathy and family,
We are sorry to hear of Don's passing. We know he will be greatly missed. Our thoughts
and prayers are with you during this difficult time. Guy and Regina Young
Regina Young - August 20, 2019 at 10:19 AM

“

We extend our deepest sympathy to Don's family. He was a wonderful
gentlemen, and contributed much to the community and SE Kansas.
We always enjoyed his bus trips. He was a friend to many.
We are keeping you in our thoughts and prayers.
Love, Maynard & Jeanice Cress, Humboldt

Maynard & Jeanice Cress - August 19, 2019 at 10:42 PM

“

To all of Don's family, I'm so sorry to hear he has passed away. Today sending love
and prayers your way. May your wonderful memories comfort you. In Colony, when
you lived next door to Bob & Jessie Skillen, we had some great picnics under those
shade trees & my mom & dad, Earl & Mary Clemans usually brought the homemade
ice cream. I had "Sarge" for my teacher in seventh & eighth grade and he was one of
the best teachers I ever had at Colony. He just didn't believe in failure. He had us
work in pairs or teams until every classmate had their lessons down solid! I will never
forget the coke parties we had on Fridays, if we all got 100 on the spelling test, most
of the time we did. Sarge helped a lot of young people become successful adults.
Oh, so many good memories!

Bonnie Clemans Sjogren - August 19, 2019 at 09:31 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Mr. Donald Lee Wilmoth.

August 19, 2019 at 09:26 PM

“

Kathy & family, we were so sorry to hear about Don; what a wonderful man. We will
keep you in our thoughts & prayers. Treasure your memories together.
Glenn & Lori Buchholz

Lori Buchholz - August 19, 2019 at 08:58 PM

“

I’m sorry to here that Don passed away. He was a good friend. We had many a
conversation about education and officiating. He had a great sense of humor. May
God give the family peace and comfort.

Ron Spire - August 19, 2019 at 05:50 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers with all of your family. We have many good memories of
our friendship with your family when we were going to church in Iola.
Sincerely,
Lorraine and Bill Muckenthaler

Lorraine and Bill Muckenthaler - August 19, 2019 at 04:37 PM

“

Kathy and family, We are sorry to hear of Don's passing. We know he will be greatly
missed by the family he loved so much.Our thoughts and prayers are with you during
this difficult time. Guy and Regina Young

Regina Young - August 19, 2019 at 04:15 PM

“

Kathy, Mike and family. Pam and I offer our thoughts and prayers to you. Don was a fine
man, a considerate teacher, and a fun football coach. A respected man in the community.
Cliff Wilson - August 19, 2019 at 04:43 PM

“

Kathy and family. I have many great memories of Don. He was a great man and he will be
missed. We’ll be out of town Tuesday and Wednesday but please know that you are in our
thoughts and prayers. Dave and Janet Sager
Janet Sager - August 19, 2019 at 05:02 PM

“

I always had a great respect for Sarge. A lifelong friend and 8th grade teacher. I saw him
walking on the square a few months ago and when I honked he had to look twice to
recognize me and said, “if you would shave that beard I would recognize you!” He still
remembered paying me a nickel to eat his split pea soup in the lunch room at Colony my
8th grade year.
Billy Beckmon - August 19, 2019 at 05:55 PM

“
“

Don was a great guy, a friend for all. He will be missed by many . May he Rest In Peace .
rose mary riley - August 19, 2019 at 06:13 PM

Ted and I will greatly miss Don. He and Kathy have a great family and they will miss him
tremendously. The Stahls'
Ted and Norma Stahl - August 19, 2019 at 06:24 PM

“

Coach Wilmoth was a wonderful teacher. I was privileged to stand and repeat the Pledge of
Allegiance with him every morning our 8th grade. He taught us the if-then math statement
and I’ve used it millions of times and always thought of him. He and I bet I could make 10
free throws in a row. I did! Thanks, coach for all the encouragement you gave us! You are
the best!
Linda Gilliland DeCoursey - August 19, 2019 at 08:22 PM

“

So sorry to hear Don has passed. He was a friend and colleague. Enjoyed my years in Iola
working with Don. He cared deeply for kids. Prayers for the family.
Wesley Dreyer - August 19, 2019 at 10:22 PM

“

Mr. Wilmoth was a super person, always polite, humorous, and caring. I believe he was as
excited as the students when my classes went to Avery's farm to fly hot air balloons. We
will be out of town Wednesday and Thursday, but our thoughts and prayers will be with you.
Marvin and Nellie Rose
NELLIE ROSE - August 20, 2019 at 06:11 AM

“

To The Family,
You are in my thoughts & prayers.
Betty Hyatt-Pierson, Emporia

Betty Pierson - August 20, 2019 at 12:12 PM

“

Kathy & family great memories he left behind one was George being altar boy at your
wedding for one,we sat waiting in car with two lil boys ,watching our husbands play ball.
and many more , ..again our sympathies Kathy & family
love George & Shirley Catron & family
George & Shirley - August 20, 2019 at 04:44 PM

