Benjamin Lee Kellerman
May 21, 1989 - August 25, 2019

Benjamin Lee Kellerman, age 30, peacefully left us surrounded by his family on August
25, 2019, at Burlington, Kansas.
He was born on May 21, 1989, in Kansas City, Kansas, the son of Terry and Janet
(Barnhart) Kellerman.
Ben faced many challenges in life as he was one of God’s Special Children. Throughout
his life Ben was lovingly cared for by his parents and Dave and Deb Panell.
Ben attended Lakemary Center School for special needs children in Paola, Kansas, until
he was 21 years old. While attending Lakemary Ben lived with Dave and Deb for a
number of years before moving into the North Pointe Nursing Center, also in Paola, where
he lived for six years. In an effort to get Ben closer to his family he was able to spend the
last three months of his life at the Life Care Center in Burlington, Kansas.
Ben enjoyed hymn books, singing, clapping games, playing ball, keys, and spending time
with Grandpa and Grandma Barnhart. Many lives were touched as Ben was cared for
throughout the years.
Ben’s smiles and sweet personality will be greatly missed by all who knew him. He will
always be remembered as a loving, happy son and brother. Though he struggled from
cerebral palsy, Ben accomplished many things on his own after physical therapy.
He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Kenneth and Mary Alberta Kellerman; Roy
and Ola Barnhart; cousin, Dustin Kellerman; cousin, Justin Barnhart; and another stillborn
cousin.
Ben is survived by his parents, Terry and Janet Kellerman; sister, Tara Heck and husband,
Nathan; brother, Austin Kellerman and wife, Annie; two nephews, Trevon Heck and
Brandon Heck; two nieces, Allison Kellerman and Serena Heck; and many uncles, aunts,

cousins and friends.
Funeral services will be held at 10:00 AM, Thursday, August 29, 2019, at the Old German
Baptist Church, 26038 NW Chase Road, Westphalia, Kansas. Burial will follow in the
Bethel Cemetery, Westphalia, Kansas. The family will greet friends from 6:00 PM to 8:00
PM on Wednesday evening at the church.
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Comments

“

Deb, I am so sorry for your loss. I remember caring for Ben at North Point. I also
knew him many years prior as he is the boy my son liked helping with his wheelchair
at Early Childhood in Paola. Prayers for you all.

Wilma Wobker - September 04, 2019 at 09:14 PM

“

Ben was one of the sweetest residents I have ever worked with. I loved to see his
smile, his smile could brighten a room. Thoughts and prayers for the family. Rest in
peace, Ben, you will be missed by many.

Deidra Casida - August 30, 2019 at 12:24 PM

“

With Deepest Sympathies to Your Family at this sad time.
Edythe Renay Adams Jones

Renay Jones - August 29, 2019 at 01:34 PM

“

Would like to extend our thoughts and prayers during this time of sorrow. May our
Lord keep you in his embrace.
Lee and Monica Wilper

Lee and Monica Wilper - August 29, 2019 at 12:31 PM

“

We always loved Ben for his sweet smile. He was loved
He was one of our own. Foster grand parents. Fred and Betty Chapman. Our hearts
go out to the family

Betty Chapman - August 28, 2019 at 11:27 AM

“

Shirley Johnston Arnall purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Benjamin
Lee Kellerman.

Shirley Johnston Arnall - August 27, 2019 at 08:16 PM

“

Our prayers. are with you. I was blessed to take care of Ben in his final days. He is
very loved and will be a busy angel watching over you. God bless. Sheila

Sheila - August 27, 2019 at 08:04 PM

“

My favorite memories of Ben are of his singing in the breezeway at school. We would
get halfway to the music therapy room, and Ben would stop in the hall. We'd sing
back and forth to each other - me, trying to get him to the room, and him, laughing
and singing. Eventually, he would make it to the music room, we'd do some more
music, and then the process would repeat. I used to sing him a specific song - one
that echoed his music back to him - and we'd eventually get back to where we
started. Thank you for letting me share a small part of his life.
Mary Jane Landaker
(Music Therapist)

Mary Jane Landaker - August 27, 2019 at 05:27 PM

“

I knew Ben and helped take care of him for many years. He was such a sweet, loving
boy!! I'll never forget his belly laugh or his ornery spirit! Many prayers for his family
and all of his friends. Sending love and support!

Hazel (Gifford) Stringham - August 27, 2019 at 05:19 PM

“

Where do I start......it's hard to pick just one memory to share, so I'll share the sign
that Ben sent to me, so I would know he's with me all the time. When Ben was little,
he used to get out of bed in the middle of the night and flip the lights on/off and
giggle. I would get up, put him back to bed and just get to sleep and the flicker of a
light would come again. We had to tape up the light switch in his room! Ha! The
morning after Ben's passing, I went for my usual hike with Dash. Crying, I looked up
at the moon and said, "Ben, are there? Are free? Are you happy? I need a sign..."
And just then, the sliver of moon went out, it disappeared and then flickered back into
view. The tiniest cloud, seemingly caught in a cross wind, moved back and forth
across the moon just a few times, causing it to go in and out, like the flicker of light
switch. Jesus has his hands full....

Deb Chapman-Pannell - August 27, 2019 at 05:14 PM

“

So sorry to hear about your loss I use to enjoy his grandparents Kenneth and Alberta. I am
Ed an Belle Kellerman daughter Ina Belle. God bless your family
ina - September 04, 2019 at 06:11 PM

